
BRIEF  HISTO RY 
O F  THE ST TIM O THY’S VIETN A M ESE CO M M UNITY 

In 2012, the D ivine W ord M issionaries (SVD) Dorish M aru 
College sem inarians were help ing in term s of singing for the 
M ass at St Tim othy ’s p arish once a m onth. Because of this, 
the Vietnam ese p eop le in the p arish com m unity  m et F r 
Josep h VU M inh N guyen SVD, the director of the sem inarians, 
and invited him  to celebrate the Vietnam ese m ass for the 
first tim e at St Tim othy ’s church. W ith the ap p roval of the 
p arish p riest then F r Rod Pitt, the first Vietnam ese m ass was 
celebrated at 5p m  on 10 M arch 2013, p resided by  F r N guyen. 
F rom  then on, the Vietnam ese com m unity  at St Tim othy ’s has 
been officially  established. 
O ver the last ten years, the com m unity  has welcom ed the 
p riests from  the SVD, as well as the p riests from  the 
M issionaries of the Sacred Heart (M SC) Blackburn, and other 
religious congregations, to com e and celebrate m ass.     
A t first, the com m unity  had around 20 p eop le attending 
m ass. Even though sm all, but the com m unity  also had 
different functioning group s and com m ittees such as choir, 
altar servers, liturgy, lectors, sp ecial m inisters. Until now 
(June 2023), there are about 120 p eop le attending Sunday  
m ass; and about 200 attendees and p articip ants for the 
Solem n m asses and Vietnam ese traditional m asses.

***



A ttached to the St Tim othy ’s Vietnam ese Com m unity  is its 
Youth Group , led and guided by  the young adults who were 
being nourished and growing up  in the com m unity  over the 
years. 
Below are som e highlights about this group . 
St Tim othy ’s Vietnam ese Youth Group  is called to guide and 
unite young Catholics to ex p lore and share our faith through 
hop e and love. Since 2014, we have actively  engaged with the 
youth m em bers of the St Tim othy ’s Vietnam ese com m unity, 
offering a wide range of activities and events that help  them  
deep en their understanding of the m essage of Jesus Christ.  
To achieve our m ission, the St Tim oth y ’s Vietnam ese Youth 
Group  focuses on three asp ects: liturgy, m usic and events. 
A dditionally, the p rofessional develop m ent and guidance 
from  F r Thien is fundam ental for develop ing the skills of our 
faith leaders in the com m unity. 
W e understand that the liturgy  has a significant role in the 
develop m ent of the faith of our youth com m unity. O ur m ain 
goal is to p rovide an engaging and enriching ex p erience, led 
by  scrip ture and the teachings of the Gosp el. Together with 
the focus on the sp irit of Jesus Christ and togetherness, we 
leverage from  our own life ex p eriences to develop  enjoyable 
and relatable activities. 
W e believe that p rayer through p raise and worship  m usic can 
help  up lift the sp irit of the com m unity. A s noted by  St 
A ugustine, ‘To sing is to p ray  twice’. This is em p hasized 
through weekly  choir rehearsal and a Youth M ass on every  



third Sunday  of the m onth, whene the youth p rovide the 
op p ortunity  for the com m unity  to engage in p rayer through 
up lifting songs. This will not only  allow our young p eop le to 
encounter Christ, but also encourage the com m unity  to walk 
alongside us in our journey  of faith. In addition to the 
m onthly  Youth M ass singing, the choir has also p articip ated 
in Christm as Carols and cultural events. 
St Tim othy ’s Vietnam ese com m unity  p lays a vital role in 
form ing, nourishing, and sup p orting our y outh group . W e are 
thankful for the ongoing sup p ort of the Vietnam ese 
com m unity  towards our youth m inistry. W ith their 
encouragem ent, we can carry  on our m ission to bring the 
com m unity  together through youth-led com m unity  wide 
events. O ver the years, we have organised a variety  of events 
for all ages, including organizing youth m ass singing and 
readings, Stations of the Cross on Good F riday, Christm as 
N ativity  Play, retreats, reconciliation before Easter and 
Christm as, St Vincent de Paul’s Christm as p resents, M id-
A utum n M oon F estival, M other’s Day  and F ather’s Day  gifts, 
com m unity  cam p , p icnic day, Bunnings BBQ , sp orts day, disco 
p arty, Halloween p arty, m ovie night, trivia night, ‘Ph ’ 
(Vietnam ese noodle) night etc. These events have p rovided 
an op p ortunity  for the com m unity  to get together and create 
m em ories full of love. 
W ith continual sup p ort from  the St Tim othy ’s com m unity, we 
hop e to continue to build up  the faith of our m em bers, both 
young and old, and invite everyone to join us on our journey  
of faith, following in the teachings of Jesus Christ. 




